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STATE FOR STR AND AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, EEC, IS 

SUBJECT: MTN-US REQUEST ON ORANGES 

REF: BRUSSELS 13329 

A RATHER AGITATED AMBASSADOR HARAN OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS CALLED EXC :9UNSELOR JULY 1 1. HE WAS DISTURBED THAT ISRAEL 
HAD BEEN ACCUSED BY US TRADE REPRESENTATIVES ON THREE OCCASIONS 
RECENTLY OF HAVING OPPOSED THE US REQUEST FOR A REDUCTION IN THE 
DUTY ON ORANGES IN THE EEC. HARAN DENIED THIS CATEGORICALLY AND 
SAID THAT THE GOI DOES NOT OPPOSE THE US INITIATIVE. IT IS NOT 
SUPPORTING US, HE SAID, BECAUSE THIS IS A "BATTLE OF GAINTS". 

HOWEVER, LOWER DUTIES ON WINTER ORANGES, WHICH ARE PRESENTLY UNBOUND 
IN THE EEC, MIGHT EVEN BE TO ISRAEL'S ADVANTAGE. HARAN ASKED THAT ALL 

US GOVERNMENT AGENCIES INVOLVED IN THE MTN BE ADVISED OF THE 
OFFICIAL ISRAELI POSITION ON THIS POINT. 
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